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Kia ora members, 

Another year has flown by, and I’d like to thank every one of you for your continued support of the Otorohanga Club.  

One of the biggest challenges facing clubs today is simply getting ‘bums on seats’. The way people are socialising 
continues to change and it’s important that we continue looking for new ideas and opportunities that will attract both 
existing members and future generations through our doors.  

Despite these ongoing challenges, and taking another operating loss for the year, the Club has remained financially stable 
while continuing to invest back into our building, our staff and our members.  

Investing in Our Team 

I'm proud of the investment we've made in training this year. Gaming staff completed their annual Class 4 Harm 
Minimisation Training, staff attended Armed Hold Up Training and are now enrolled in Allara Online Training. Committee 
completed Governance and Club Fundamentals Training, while staff and Committee also attended Club Champs. 
Ongoing training helps ensure we're running the Club safely, professionally and responsibly. 

Investing in Our Club 

Members will have noticed our new carpet and chairs, with more improvements still to come. We're also selling two 
snooker tables to create additional seating and, hopefully, make way for what I hope will be a large digital display screen in 
time for next year's Rugby World Cup. 

Giving Back to Our Community 

This year we hosted 14 nights of entertainment, gave away $19,200 in membership draws and distributed $31,944 in grants 
to local community groups. Being able to give back to our community is something we’re incredibly proud of. 

Don’t forget that our Courtesy Van remains available free of charge to members. We always appreciate a koha, which 
helps cover the running costs and allows us to continue providing this valuable service.  

Looking Ahead 

There's still plenty to do. The building exterior is showing its age, the remaining car park needs to be completed, and we'll 
begin planning future bar and restaurant upgrades. We'll also need to budget for replacing the bar chiller over the coming 
years. These projects may not be exciting, but they're important investments in the future of our Club.  

Election of Committee  

There won't be an election this year, which is a little disappointing. I believe it's healthy for members to put themselves 
forward and bring fresh ideas. At the same time, Committee members volunteer many hours behind the scenes in a role 
that's often thankless. I’d like to sincerely thank every Committee member for the time, commitment and leadership they 
continue to give the Club.  

Congratulations to Mike Wanden on his appointment as President, and welcome to our new Committee members          
June Davis and Thomas Fox. I look forward to working with you. 

Thank You 

To my amazing team – thank you. Hospitality isn’t an easy industry, but you continue to work hard, support one another 
and look after our members. I couldn’t do my job without you.  

To our committee – thank you for your support, guidance and willingness to keep moving the Club forward.  

To our members – thank you. Whether you visit every week or only occasionally, your support is what keeps this Club 
going.  

Finally, thank you Jock. Thank you for taking a chance on me all those years ago. What started as a drunken bet somehow 
turned into a career that changed both our lives. Thank you for always encouraging me to think outside the square, back 
myself and have a go. I’ll definitely miss your random ideas… although I’m not sure I’ll miss all of them! 
 


